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in India as to be warranted in undertaking the propagation of
true science and undenominational instruction, while such
things are unpalatable to important communities with sensitive
prejudices; we cannot yet afford \o risk political obloquy in
the dissemination of those principles. If the Mahomedan still
prefers his own literature, our business is not to gainsay him
disagreeably, but to let him take his own course for the pre-
sent. It should be explained that primary schools have never-
been Anglicized or made strictly secular, and that the alleged
grievances were found in the system which excluded Oriental
classics from the curriculum of the Presidency Universities,
thus barring the affiliation of the purely Mahornedan colleges,
and in the allotment of the funds of one particular Mahomedan
college (at Hooghly) toward English instead of toward Oriental
learning. All these thorough-going reforms, these abrupt
innovations, were far too premature; we cannot hurry an
ancient people of some culture so rapidly through phases of
social progress which with European nations have occupied
long periods; and in fact these educational grievances have
since been for the most part remedied.

On the other hand, I must repeat my opinion that the direct
consequences of our educational changes have been exagge-
rated; and that though these things may have contributed
something to the discontent and discouragement of Mahomedan
students in Bengal, they have had little or nothing to do with
the general feelings or position of the Mahomedans of India.
Moreover, while it is certain that the Government might
offend Mahomedan prejudices and interests by openly pushing
on English education all over the country, especially by attempt-
ing this hastily; yet, if we are to go forward at all, the move-
ment must be in this direction, and all true intellect and real
literary capacity among Mahomedans must gradually follow,
though the Hindus have been permitted to take the lead of them.
The Mahomedans may be inclined to hang back, and to be much
dissatisfied with the supersession of their classics by modern
literature; but these are difficulties and thwarting influences
which were sure to cross our path; they were not created
artificially or brought about by administrative mismanagement,